
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1047
 
Main Petitioner: Mark Carter, on behalf of Hebridean Partnership 
 
Subject: Calling on the Parliament to consider and debate the failure of the 
existing coastal and marine national park/marine environmental protection 
process and the extent to which such failure is due to pressure from those 
individuals and industries which have a vested affiliated or commercial 
interest. 
 
Background 
 
The Scottish Executive published Seas the Opportunity: A Strategy for the 
Long Term Sustainability of Scotland's Coasts and Seas in August 2005.  Its 
vision was for “clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse marine 
and coastal environments, managed to meet the long-term interests of nature 
and people”. 
 
Additionally, in June 2005 the Executive announced its plans to create a 
coastal and marine national park in 2008.  In March 2006 Scottish Natural 
Heritage submitted its advice to Scottish Ministers on governance and 
candidate areas and a consultation on the proposal closed in January 2007. 
The summary of consultation responses showed that, in principle, 72% of 
respondents supported the establishment of a new Coastal and Marine 
National Park.  However, the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation stated that “no 
clear benefits of a marine national park have been properly explained and 
therefore does not believe it would deliver any particular advantages”. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
In May 2007, Richard Lochhead MSP, the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs 
and Environment, announced that the creation of a coastal and marine 
national park in Scotland was not a priority for the new administration but that 
a simpler legislative framework for the seas was.  In June 2007 the Cabinet 
Secretary announced that a Scottish Marine Bill would deliver a simpler 
regulatory system for the marine environment, more action on marine nature 
conservation, a strategic national approach, and greater local control over 
marine and coastal areas.  The following PQ is relevant: 
 

S3W-1875 - Sarah Boyack (Edinburgh Central) (Lab) (Date Lodged 
3 July 2007): To ask the Scottish Executive when it intends to 
announce its position on the previous administration’s (a) commitment 
to set up a working group of stakeholders and officials to consider 
marine national parks and (b) request to local enterprise companies to 
consider the economic impact of setting up marine parks, in 
accordance with their remits. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1047.htm


 

 
Answered by Richard Lochhead (23 July 2007): I recognise that the 
initial consultation by the previous administration highlighted the need 
for further work in addressing significant concerns raised about 
proposals to establish a coastal and marine national park.  

I am currently considering how and when we will make progress in 
relation to this work and in the wider context of the management of our 
marine environment. 

Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The former Environment and Rural Development Committee held an inquiry 
into the Marine Environment, and published its report in March 2007.  This 
stated that:  
 

The Committee considers that the current regulatory framework is too 
complex to allow coherent governance of the marine environment and 
recommends that it should be simplified. The Committee recommends 
that the Executive should take steps towards achieving a single 
integrated regulatory system for all marine activities in Scotland. The 
Executive should ensure that this is properly integrated with regulation 
at UK Government level so that some of the complex overlaps and 
divisions between jurisdictions are resolved.   
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